
Randall Grahm leaves a few unsanded edges 
in the Bonny Doon Clos de Gilroy Grenache 
2014, Monterey County, so the wine comes 
traipsing on the palate like a happy-go-lucky 
country cousin, embodying the concept of 
rusticity in all its beneficial aspects: open-
hearted, generous, robust and a little 
bumptious, forthright. It’s a blend of 89 percent 
grenache grapes, 9 percent mourvedre and 2 
percent syrah, derived mainly from the Alta 
Loma Vineyard and with dollops from four 
other vineyards. The color is medium ruby 
with a magenta rim; aromas of raspberries 
and red currants, rhubarb and pomegranate 
are infused with peppery notes of cloves, 
briers and loam, while vibrant acidity cuts a 
swath on the palate and moderately dusty 
tannins offer a touch of density to the texture.
The wine is lively and engaging, earthy 
without being profound or oratorical. Perfect 
for pizzas, grilled leg of lamb, or with cold 
roasted chicken on a picnic. When vinous-
minded John Keats called for “a beaker full of 
the warm South,” he must have had this type 
of delicious, uncomplicated wine in mind. 
14.5 percent alcohol. 

Very Good+. About $20.
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