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Randall’s Cigare 
By Jamie Goode

Randall Grahm is one of the most interesting people in 
the world of wine. Yet his Bonny Doon wines haven’t done 
all that well in the eyes of the critics. Following on from  
tasting Randall’s delicious Sangiovese a couple of days ago, 
I turned to his top red - Le Cigare Volant 2005. This is a 
great dop. I particularly like the way it manages to taste of 
the old world, with a beautiful savoury dimension and a 
distinctive minerality. It’s just as good on day two as it was 
the night before.

Bonny Doon Le Cigare Volant 2005 California
A blend of 50% Grenache, 24% Mourvèdre, 22% Syrah,  
3% Carignan and 1% Cinsault. This has a lively, vibrant, 
spicy nose with a distinct meaty savouriness to the plum 
and blackberry fruit. The palate shows a lovely complex 
spicy character with some lemony acidity bringing 
freshness to the sweet, meaty plummy fruit. It finishes dry, 
a bit grippy, and quietly mineral. This is a lovely complex, 
meaty, spicy, Rhône-like wine with a delicious savoury 
dimension, and I reckon it will age well for some years 
to come. 13.5% alcohol. 91/100 (UK retail c. £23, 2004  
available from Hailsham Cellars, imported by FMV)
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