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Made in the USA

Thanks to our strong dollar, some excellent US wines
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ovetlooking the town of St Helena. "We've noticed that

the few Napa wines that are available in Australia have

tended to be from the overstuffed, corporate wineries,”
she says. “We wanted to offer a wine that represented

the elite tier of the region, a wine that holds the density

and purity locked in the igneous soils.” And they've

succeeded: while there is plenty of dark, glossy, plummy
fruit in the wine, it also has a baked-earth, terracotta-
like dry texture that sets it apart.

Thanks to the importing efforts of West Australian
winemaker Brad Wehr (Wine by Brad. Mantra),
the often challenging, always delicious results of
philosopher-jester Randall Grahm's vinous musings
are also available in Australia now. Grahm is the mad
genius behind the biodynamic Bonny Doon Vineyard:
his Cigare Volant (a savoury, spicy red Rhéne blend) and
Cigare Blanc (a peachy/creamy blend of roussanne and
grenache blanc) are the vineyard's standard bearers, but
Wehr is also shipping the taut and sinewy Le Pousseur
Syrah and awild, roasted-meaty carignane blend called
Contra, both from the warm Central Coast region.

Randall Grahm may be the best-known of
California’s wildman winemakers. but the state is home
to plenty of others. Sean Thackrey, for example (whose
wines are shipped - albeit in painfully limited quantity

- by Vaucluse Cellars and Fesq & Company), is both an
erudite wine scholar (he posts obscure cenological texts
on his rich and informative website) and an intuitive
winemaker who fashions jaw-droppingly good reds such
as the Orion old-vine syrah and the Arquila sangiovese.

With bottles like these gracing the shelves of our
better wine merchants and the lists of our better bars
and restaurants, the future for American wines in
Australia looks good#



